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" alTsI^ -nnoevent.however.^arep.y.e^e^ed 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFRT?Mfb) 9 communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 
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2a)B This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D SIS!? ^P'? 800 is .S c ° ndition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Disposition of Claims' 0 6 Pra ° tiCe Under EXParte Quayle ' 1935 C D ' " 453 0 G 213 
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DETAILED ACTION 



The Amendment filed April 16, 2002 has been acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

— 

the UnSd States 3 ^ "* ^ pn '° r t0 the date of a PP |ica « on for Xt * 

Claims 37, 42, and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Boyd 
et al. (US 5,923,353). 



Boyd et al. discloses all the claimed features of the invention including: 

- a method (Figs. 4-6) for regulating pressure in a print cartridge (Figs. 4-6) having 

fluid source (13) and a local reservoir (34), comprising the steps of: 

- sensing the pressure (column 5, lines 55-57); 

- activating a first flow valve (38', 40') when the pressure is less than a first 
predetermined limit (Fig. 5); 

- deactivating the first flow valve when the pressure is not less than a first 
predetermined limit (Figs. 4, 6); 
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- activating a vacuum valve (18', 40", column 4, lines 25-26) if the pressure is 
more than a second predetermined limit (Fig. 4, 5); 

- deactivating the vacuum valve if the pressure is not more than a second 
predetermined limit (Fig. 6); 

- withdrawing air from a vacuum reservoir (51) within the print cartridge (Figs. 4- 

6). 



Allowable Subject Matter 



2. Claims 35, 36, 38-41 , and 44 are allowed. 



Reasons For Allowance 



3. 



The method as claimed wherein activating a second flow valve in parallel 
with said first flow valve to a fluid source when the pressure is less than a second 
predetermined limit (claim 35) or issuing a first flow of fluid into the local reservoir from 
the fluid source when the pressure is less than a first predetermined limit and issuing a 
second flow of fluid into the local reservoir from the fluid source when the pressure is 
less than a second predetermined limit (claim 38) or activating a vacuum valve if the 
pressure is more than a third predetermined limit; and deactivating the vacuum valve if 
the pressure is not more than the third predetermined limit (claim 44) is not disclosed, 
suggested, or made obvious by the prior art of record. 
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R spons toArgum nts 



4. Applicant's arguments filed April 16, 2002 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 



With respect to the 35 USC 1 02 rejections of claims 37 42. and 43 Ann.i^c _ 
that Boyd does not teach activating a vacuum valve if the pressure is more than a 
second predetermined limit and deactivating the vacuum valve if the pressure is not 
more than a second predetermined limit. Conversely, Boyd discloses that the back up 
valve 18 "remains open" (i.e. activated) when the pressure is "less" (not "more" as 



Applicant is claiming) than a second predetermined limit. 
Examiner's position is that Boyd teaches activating a vacuum valve (18', 40") if the 
pressure is more than a second predetermined limit (Fig. 4, 5) and deactivating the 
vacuum valve if the pressure is not more than a second predetermined limit (Fig. 6). 
Please note that the claimed vacuum valve is taught by reference number (18', Figs. 
6) and not (18, Fig. 1). 



4- 



Conclusion 



5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailinn H« te r* 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Contact Information 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael Nghiem whose telephone number is (703) 
306-3445. The examiner can normally be reached on M-H from 6:30AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached at (703) 308-3126. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7724 for 
regular communications and (703) 308-5841 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

MICHAEL NGHIEM | 
PRIMARY EXAMINER \ 

Michael Nghiem 
June 20, 2002 



